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Islands  
of New York
A photography commission by Accra Shepp

We invited artist Accra Shepp to come to Harlem as he 
investigates the more than thirty islands that comprise 
New York City. Many of these islands are often invis-
ible to causal observers—especially people who live and 
work here. Shepp reveals the nature of this maritime city 
through the cohabitation of its manmade architecture 
and its natural state as a collection of islands. 
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